
 

Welcome back!  

   MKPS News  
        Middle Kinglake Primary School 
           Thursday 29th Jan 2026 
                      Issue 1 Week 1 



 

Dates to Remember: 

Thursday 29th Jan Icy poles today!  

Monday 2nd Feb Sporting Schools starts 3.30-4.30pm 
 

Thursday 5th Feb World Read Aloud Day 9-9.30am 
P/1 Phonics workshop 9.30-10am– All welcome 

Wed 11th & Thursday 12th Parent Teacher meetings see attached note  

Monday 16th Feb 9am Student Leadership Assembly 

Monday 23rd Feb Swimming starts 

Tuesday 3rd March School Council AGM 6.30pm 

Friday 6th March  House Swimming Sports 12.30pm  

Monday 9th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 11th March  Preps first Wednesday  
 
NAPLAN starts Grades 3 & 5 

Thursday 19th March Grade 6 Year 7 Reunion 6-8pm 

Thursday 26th March  Last Sporting Schools for term 1 

Wednesday 1st April  EOT Hot Lunch 

Thursday 2nd April  End of term, 2pm dismissal 
No After School Care 

 

BE SAFE,  
BE RESPONSIBLE,  
BE RESPECTFUL  

ICY POLE THURSDAYS  
$1 each week or $10 for the term. 

Cash or Direct Deposit 
 

Birthdays- 
Xavier– today! 
Harry M– 6th 
Miles– 8th  
Mrs Clark– 12th  
                             
 



 Welcome back!  
It is terrific to see everyone relaxed and happy after their holiday. I hope everyone 
enjoyed their Christmas and New Year and are ready for a busy and productive 
2026. Staff have spent a lot of time over their holidays planning for the year ahead 
and we are excited for what it holds. We work hard to provide a relevant,         
challenging and engaging learning environment for all students at MKPS. Please 
trust us as we pour our heart and souls into catering for all students.  
Our 3 school rules of Be Safe, Be Responsible and Be Respectful remain a strong 
focus in dealing with all school incidents. Our Middle Mates focus will also provide 
a particular social skill to be demonstrated each week. We also need parents to 
model these school values, as well as acceptance, kindness and resilience.  
Children learn best when significant adults in their lives– parents, teachers and 
other family members– work together to encourage and support them. We             
encourage you to communicate with us and we will do the same. If something is 
happening at home that will impact on your child, please let us know. It is easier to 
deal with things if we are aware. Often you will hear stories that come from school 
that only provide one side of the story. Contact us so we can all be informed, 
there are always two sides to a story! Our doors are always open or we are just a 
phone call or email away and we encourage all parents to feel free to contact us 
with any concerns you may have or just to share some fantastic news with us!  
We continue to be efficient about the learning time we have with all students. With 
this in mind we will continue to focus on punctuality and attendance. We ask that 
all students are at school by 8.50am, ready to learn. We thank you in advance for 
respecting our teaching and learning space and time. Looking forward to a great 
2026 school year! 
Meagan 
 
STAFFING: 
This year our staff profile is as follows-  
Di Wilkinson-Hill– 5/6 teacher, Art specialist 
Karen Burgess– 3/4 teacher, Health & PE specialist 
Emily Aldous– 1/2 teacher, Sustainability & SAKGP support 
Natasha Lang – P/1 teacher, Sustainability specialist, SAKGP 
Catherine James– Library– Thursday term 1, Wednesdays terms 2, 3 &4 
Olivia Mitchell– Literacy Intervention– Mondays & Social & Emotional Learning 
Specialist– Thursdays term 1 and Wednesdays term 2, 3 & 4 
Heather Hawke– Maths Intervention– Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Jess Platt– Disability Inclusion & Mental Health in PS– Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Jayden Wilson– Music & Drama specialist– Fridays. Private Music tuition– 
Wednesdays 
Chan Ruwandeniya– STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths)  
-Mondays 
Michael Harper– Education Support, Before & After School Care Co-ordinator, 
Sporting Schools 
Remi Pitman– Education Support & Before & After School Care assistant,  
Sporting Schools 
Steph Wilkinson-Hill– Education Support & OSHC 
Felicity Maniszewski– Business Manager Monday to Friday  
Sajid- IT technician– Tuesday mornings 
Meagan Callander– Principal & Auslan teacher 
 
*Our timetable has been altered for the first term to accommodate the preps  
absence on Wednesdays– for example Library will be Thursday– flexibility is the 
key!  
 
WELCOME: We welcome our new preps and their families to MKPS. Please 
make them feel welcome when you see them at school. Preps don’t attend school 
on Wednesdays for the first 6 weeks. Their first Wednesday is the 11th March, 
after the long weekend.  



 

THANK YOU: A huge thank you to the families who completed work at school, 
including looking after the chooks over the holidays.  
 
ASSEMBLY: Our school Assemblies are held on Monday afternoons– 3.15-
3.30pm in the Multi-Purpose Room. Parents are welcome to attend. Assembly 
times will change during swimming. Families of Student of the Week recipients will 
be emailed the week prior so parents can hopefully make it to assembly to see 
their child receive these awards.  
 
SCHOOL FEES: Just a reminder that the 2026 requisite fee is $180 per student. 
This covers all school supplies including books, pencils, glue, art and printing    
supplies. Please see the office to arrange payment. We ask that all school fees be 
paid by the end of term 1 please. Please contact the office if you would like to set 
up a payment plan.  
 
STUDENT LEADERS: The senior students are currently writing speeches for 
School Captain and House Captains. Each grade also has two Junior School 
Council Representatives, two Sustainability Leaders and two GEM Leaders. At the 
assembly on Monday 16th Feb at 9am, leadership badges and certificates will be 
presented to the successful candidates. All welcome.  
 
OFFICE HOURS: Felicity is our amazing Business Manager! She is the first ‘point 
of contact’ of the school and is most helpful with all inquiries and questions. Felicity 
works full time– every day, and is available by phone or email if you have any 
questions. Her email is-  Felicity.Maniszewski@education.vic.gov.au  
 
NEWSLETTER: The newsletter is distributed electronically each week on a   
Thursday. Please set aside time to read it, as it contains important information. 
Please  contact the office if you’d prefer a hard copy of the newsletter.  
 
PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS: Parents will have the opportunity to meet with 
their child/ren’s teacher/s on Wednesday 11th & Thursday 12th Feb in a 10 minute 
interview to discuss students’ interests, learning styles and progress so far. Time 
allocation notes are attached to this newsletter, please complete and returned the 
form, or email Meagan by Friday 6th to secure a time. If these days/times don’t suit 
please arrange another with the appropriate staff. Phone interviews can be        
arranged, please indicate that on your form.  
 
MEDICATION: We need your help to ensure the sick bay and  
medications cupboard have up to date information and medications. All 
students that require medication will have a small bag (as pictured) that  
contains all their medication. This makes it easy to grab the individual 
bags as needed and for excursions/swimming etc. If your child has 
asthma or allergies we require a plan from your GP and any  
prescribed medication. All students with asthma need their own puffer 
and spacer. If your child attends OSHC you need to provide two sets of 
medication. Please just ask if you have any questions.  
 
DRINK BOTTLES: Everyone requires a re-fillable drink bottle at school 
each day, to keep hydrated. Drink bottles are kept in classrooms and are easily 
accessible during class time to prevent time wasting by heading outside to the 
drinking taps. Drink bottles can be re-filled at school.  



 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUND: Eligible families (Veterans Affairs 
Gold card or Centrelink Health Care card holders) can apply for this payment of 
$400 per child to be used for camps, sports and excursions. Please contact the 
office for an application form.  
 
SWIMMING: A swimming permission note will be sent home early next week. 
Please ensure that you have read the note. The note and money needs to be  
returned to the office by Friday 20th Feb. Please contact us if you have any  
questions. It is expected that all students will participate in the swimming program. 
A great idea to start practise things for swimming– getting dressed and undressed, 
putting goggles on, getting dried etc. Parents aren’t required to attend swimming 
lessons.  
 
ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL: Just a reminder that students are not permitted to arrive 
at school before 8.40am. The Before School Care service operates from 7am if 
parents require assistance with supervision of their children in the mornings. 
 
ATTENDANCE: In line with the Department’s continued focus on Student  
Attendance we ask that parents notify us, by phoning the office or sending an 
email, if their child is going to be absent. An automated text message will be sent 
to parents if we haven’t heard from you, this is a reminder to give us a call.  
Absence data is collected at 9am each morning, and forwarded on to the      
Department each week. Thanks in advance for your assistance with this.   
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL: We have three vacancies on School Council. Information 
about the nomination process is attached. Please contact me if this is something 
that interests you.  
 
ICY POLES: PFA sell icy poles on Thursdays during term 1, $1 each. Students 
can bring in $1 each week to give to their teacher or you can pay for the term in 
full- $10. This can be paid into the school bank or given to the classroom teacher.   
 
CAR PARK SPEED LIMIT: Please remember to drive slowly and safely through 
the school carpark. Also the road adjacent is 40km/hr. Please ensure you are  
observing that to keep everyone safe. Please don’t park in the handicapped  
spaces or blocking the front gate.  
 
OSHC: Our Outside School Hours Care continues to be very popular! Michael, 
Remi and Steph run a very engaging and popular program– we’re excited to see 
that continue in 2026. We use the OWNA system to ensure ease of bookings, 
cancellations and accounting. Please see Michael or Felicity if you have any ques-
tions in regards to OSHC. It always takes a little time to get enrolments, attendanc-
es, permanent bookings etc sorted at the start of the year– please be patient! Fri-
day afternoon sessions of OSHC will be capped at 15 due to staff shortages. Sorry 
for any inconvenience.  
 
NAPLAN: Grades 3 and 5 students will be involved in NAPLAN testing from 11th 
March. Please contact me if you have any questions.  

Apologises for the long  
newsletter this week– but there is 
lots of information to share. Please 
don’t hesitate to call or email if you 
have any questions.  
I appreciate it is a lot to take in!  
Meagan 

SCHOOL BANKING  
DETAILS 

 
Middle Kinglake PS Acc 
BSB: 063 855 
Acc # 1002 8919 
 
Please use your family name and 
reason for payment as a reference 

 
For example: Jones Swimming  



 

All students are in a coloured Sports House– see below. We use 
these Houses for school athletics, cross country and swimming. It is 
a great idea to go to Best & Less, Target or Kmart and  
buy a polo shirt in your child’s House colour– then they 
can get into the spirit on sports days.  
The senior students are preparing speeches for House 
Captain responsibilities.  



 

We invite families and friends to come and join us 
for Read Aloud Day, from 9-9.30am on Thursday 
5th February. A great opportunity to start the 2026 
school year and join your children for reading fun!  
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Sporting Schools  
is back for 2026!  

AND it is free! 
 

Monday & Thursday afternoons  
3.30-4.30pm 

Starts Monday 2nd Feb and concludes  
Thursday 26th March 

 
Come along and join in the fun with  

Michael & Remi!   
-fun based game play & skill development:  
including bike riding, Auskick, basketball,  

badminton, cricket and much more. 
Contact Meagan or Michael for more details.  

 



 

Parent Teacher ‘Get to Know You’ Meetings     
Wednesday 11th & Thursday 12th February 2026 

 
Dear Parents 
Welcome back! We have had a terrific start and it is great to see everyone 
settled and ready for a productive term 1. Staff have spent many hours over 
January preparing for their students. We will conduct Parent Teacher  
meetings on Wednesday 11th from 3.30– 5.30pm and Thursday 12th  
February from 1.30-6.30pm. This is a great opportunity for parents and 
teachers to get  together and share information about your child, which will 
assist their learning. Please indicate which teachers you need to see and 
the time bracket that suits. Please returned completed forms or email  
Meagan by Thursday 6th February to secure a time. Meetings can be held 
remotely via phone if you would prefer– just indicate on your form. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions.  
 
 
Student/ family name: ________________________________________ 
 
Teachers (please tick) 
 
Dianne Wilkinson-Hill   
 
Karen Burgess 
 
Emily Aldous 
 
Natasha Lang 

 
 

My preferred time is during the following timeslots: 

Wednesday 11th February  Thursday 12th February  

 
 
……… 3.30-4.00pm 
 
……… 4.00-4.30pm 
 
……… 4.30-5.00pm 
 
……….5.00-5.30pm  

 
……… 1.30-2.00pm 
 
……… 2.00-2.30pm 
 
……… 2.30-3.00pm 
 
……… 3.00-3.30pm 
 
……… 3.30-4.00pm 
 
……… 4.00-5.00pm 
 
………..5.00-5.30pm 
 
………..6.00-6.30pm  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE KINGLAKE PRIMARY SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2025 
 

Dear Parents 
Nominations are now being called for Middle Kinglake PS School Council. There 
are three parent member positions vacant on council for the 2026-2028 term.  
Nominations forms are available from the office and must be lodged before 4pm on 
Monday 19th February 2026.  
Some vacancies arise each year on School Council as councillors complete their two 
year term. Of course ‘retiring’ councillors are always able to be renominated for  
another two year term if they are eligible. In the case of there being more                  
nominations than positions available, we will hold an election as per DET process.  
We thank all of the School Councillors for the wonderful work they have done for 
the school over their past 2 year term. All have been very active and supportive 
School Councillors.  
Please call the school if you need further details about the role of a School  
Councillors.  
 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION? 
The principal will issue a notice of the election and call for nominations. 
Nomination forms are available from the school office. 
You are able to nominate yourself and a seconder is no longer required. 
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the school office by 4pm    
Monday 9th February. 
If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot 
will be conducted in the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.  
Please ask at the school office for help if you would like to stand for election and 
are not sure what to do.  
 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION TIMELINE 
 

 
 
 
 

DATE ACTION 

Thursday 29th January Information re School Council published in school 
newsletter 

Monday 2nd February Nominations open and nomination forms are  
available from the school office 

Monday 9th February Closing date for nominations 4pm 

Wednesday 11th February If more nominations than positions are received a 
list of all candidates is displayed  

Thursday 12th February Ballot papers distributed as necessary 

Thursday 19th February Close of ballot at 4pm 

Friday 20th February  Votes counted and ballot declared 

Tuesday 3rd March First meeting of new School Council 

  



 

BUSHFIRE SAFETY AT MKPS 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
 

MKPS and OSHC are closed on  
Catastrophic Fire Danger days. 

 
 
There is a new Work From Home plan in place for  
Extreme days in the Murrindindi LGA, therefore 
MKPS and OSHC will not be open on those days.  
We will notify families of these days as they arise  

and hard copy work packs will be sent  
home with students.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As always our priority is the safety of students  

and staff, while working within the  
Department of Education guidelines.  

If you have any questions please contact the 
school.  

 
 



 



 



 


