Middle Kinglake Primary School
Thursday 13th Feb 2025
Issue 3

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
WK 2 focus: being responsible

P/1=- Oakley

For being responsible in the classroom by
following Whole Body Listening and not getting
distracted by others.

1/2= Jaxson

For always showing responsible behaviour,
responsibility for his learning and his belongings.

3/4= Liam

For being responsible for his own learning, finding
extra homework tasks and belongings daily.

5/6= Ben

For settling in, learning the class rules and
routines, returning his diary and homework each
day and making sure he is doing the right thing in
class.
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DATES TO REMEMBER:

Wed 12th & Thursday 13th

Parent Teacher meetings

Monday 17th Feb

9am Student Leadership Assembly

Monday 24th Feb

Swimming starts

Tuesday 25th Feb

District Swimming

Monday 3rd March

Young Leaders’ Day- School Captains

Tuesday 4th March

School Council AGM 6.30pm

Friday 7th March

House Swimming Sports 12.30-2.15pm

Monday 10th March

Labour Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 12th March

Preps first Wednesday
NAPLAN starts Grades 3 & 5

Thursday 13th March

Grade 6 Year 7 Reunion 6-8pm

Friday 21st March

Harmony Day (wear orange) & Ride to School
Day

Thursday 27th March

Last Sporting Schools for term 1

Friday 4th April

End of term, 2.30pm dismissal
No After School Care
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SCHOOL FEES: Just a reminder that the 2025 requisite fee is $180 per student.
This covers all school supplies including books, pencils, glue, art and printing
supplies. Please see the office to arrange payment. We ask that all school fees be
paid by the end of term 1 please. Please contact the office if you would like to set

up a payment plan.

| PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS: It was great to see so many parents attending
the P/T meeting yesterday afternoon. Today’s interviews will be held via phone.
Classroom teachers will ring you at your allocated time. If this doesn’t suit or you
would prefer face to face please communicate with the teacher to select a suitable
time. We really appreciate your time to chat and share with us the ‘home’
perspective so we can work together to provide the best for each

| student.

MEDICATION: We need your help to ensure the sick bay and
medications cupboard have up to date information and medications. All
students that require medication will have a small bag (as pictured) that
contains all their medication. This makes it easy to grab the individual
bags as needed and for excursions/swimming etc. If your child has
asthma or allergies we require a plan from your GP and any prescribed
medication. All students with asthma need their own puffer and spacer.
If your child attends OSHC you need to provide two sets of medication.

Please just ask if you have any questions.
SCHOOL SAVING SCHOOL SAVING BONUS: Have you transferred your $400 SSB over to the
BONUS school? Everyone received any email in November last year. Access the link and
- use your code to get onto the SSB portal. Once there tick “School Activities” this
[ Tohoputt | will transfer the money to your account at school. You can then use the money to
| - U pay for swimming, uniform, camps etc. The money stays in your account until all
l CE'"F \ spent- it can be carried over to next year. Please contact Felicity if you have any
" questions. |
|
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MOBILE PHONES: It is not necessary for students to have mobile phones at
school. If your child requires a mobile phone for their walk home etc | have a
locked safety box in my office where phones need to be place at the start of the
school day. Please see attached the Mobile Phone policy that is in place in every
Victorian school. Please also be aware of what your child is playing/doing online. It
is illegal for children under the age of 13 to have Facebook, Snapchat, TikTok etc
accounts.

SCHOOL COUNCILLORS: Congratulations to our new School Councillors— Alicia
Bailey, Georgia Gardiner and Peta Fry— thank you for nominating! Alicia, Georgia
and Peta join Ursula Jenkins, Jodie-Lee Puzin, Stacey Mooney, Lis Kiss, Di
Wilkinson-Hill on the 2025 School Council. Our first meeting is on Tuesday 4th

March at 6.30pm.

| ATTENDANCE AWARD: Each week we hand out an

Attendance Award to the grade who has had the highest
percentage of their students at school on time each day. Ideally
students need to be at school by 8.45am to put their bag in, get
organised for learning and catch up with friends. When students
come late it causes anxiety about missing out and walking into a
class that has already started learning. If your children have
difficulty getting ready, ensure routines are set up to assist and
set the alarm 10 minutes earlier. Congratulations to P/1 who had
100% of their students on time every day last week. Top effort!!

Abtendance Matters!
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Every Skudent, Every School, Every Day



®
E l -

5

& o
SCHOOL LEADERS 2025
School Arthur McCormack & Christian Ingle
Captains
Pf1 1/2 3fa 5/6
J5C Asha Ryland Toby Sommerville Bodhi Gardiner Alannah Stubing
Max Wearne Henry McCormack | Jett Flook Alexis Rowson
Sustainability | Oakley Marsh Evelyn O'Neill Elliott Roney Airlie Kiss
Freya Laukart Harry Monagle Sebastian Dinatale | Ben Bailey
RED HOUSE BLUE HOUSE \
House Ripley Jenkins Rubi Puzin Cullen Gardiner @
Captains Ben Bailey Harrison Smith Olivia Dinatale J %‘%’
Vice Captains | Alannah Strubing Curtis Reid Alexis Rowson ‘*-\—\" -'/ 3
Arthur McCormack Airlie Kiss
bl
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A huge congratulations to the students voted in as School Leaders for
2025! Students worked hard on their speeches and they were
fantastic. Christian summed it up when he said “You don’t need a
badge to lead” and we are lucky to have many more leaders at MKPS
than names on this list.

A special Leadership Assembly will be held on Monday 17th Feb at

9am to present certificates and badges to the school leaders. Students
need to be in full school uniform and on time. Hopefully parents will
be able to join us for assembly.




= RESILIENCE PROJECT.

We are very excited to introduce The Resilience Project to our school
for 2025. This whole school wellbeing program teaches and supports
positive mental health in the classroom, staffroom and wider
community. The lessons are centred on The Resilience Project’s core
principles — Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness, and Emotional
Literacy. You may hear your child begin to talk about some of this
language as it 1s introduced during our SEL sessions and other
classroom activities and discussions.
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_‘Q’_ Gratitude involves recognising

g and expressing appreciation
forthe people, places and
things in our lives.

G

Practising gratitude allows us to pay

attention to what we have, increasing
feelings of happiness and leading to

a more positive outlook on life.

Empathy involves understanding
others’ feelings and perspectives
and is practised through kindness,
compassion and curiosity.

Developing empathy fosters deeper
connections, increases our likelihood
of acting kindly, and helps us
experience positive emotions.

EM+EL
Framework

Emotional literacy involves
learning to identify and label

our emotions, as well as developing
emotional regulation skills.

When we can accurately name our
feelings and emotions, it reduces the
impact of uncomfortable emotions and
enhances the effect of positive ones.
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Emotional
Literacy

Mindfulness

The practice of mindfulness
is about an awareness
of life as we are living it.
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It allows us to be responsive to
our experiences rather than being
reactive, and to live with greater
balance, presence and connection.
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Daily home reading is strongly

I Builds a love ml

recommended to enable students from Prep to Grade 6, Rending

to practise the skills taught at school. We support

students to take levelled books home appropriate for : E-I'EE. E:u:u;:':'%-tg'l':q:-

the ability level. These books should be able to be read

relatively easily as home reading practise needs to focus ! E:;"t'.:‘ o i )é
on developing fluency not simply decoding words. If e ﬁl
your child is struggling to read fluently, we recommend 1 [T

you check with their class teacher to ensure the book is Eiﬂrﬁ:f sading of 10s

at the right level. Conversely, if your child is reading It W10 them dareien

their book easily and with fluency, you should also check =~ listeaing skillz

that the book they have is at the correct level. Under B R

teacher guidance, students who are reading with AR T L rﬂ!
fluentcy and comprehension can select books from the 4*
library as their home reading material rather than i

levelled books from classroom. Students and parents
are required to record reading in Reading Diaries daily. We welcome parent and
carer helper to assist with the home reading program at school.

ﬁi#'?é Eg Check out these links for

HERE'E THE IMFACT DIF READIMG 20 MINUTES PER DAY exam []IES and ideas for P-2
e s home reading at your house-
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mnmn Beadine at Home with Little Learpers Love Literacy,

:_ LETAF ﬁ_.-. o TLAE

AMND 1S MORE LIKELY TG 2CORE M THE

T STAMDARDIZED TESTS!




SWIMMING
Starts on Monday 24" Feb- Friday 7th

March. Every day for 2 weeks Q @

Please remember to bring a separate
swimming bag (reusable shopping bag is fine-
not plastic) with your bathers, rashie,
spare underwear, a towel, thongs &

WO goggles.

*Please ensure clothing items are named.

*Students need a small container, in their
swimming bag, with a small snack to eat
after swimming at the pool.

*Group 1- P/1 & Grode 1/2 depart school at 11.45am,
swim from 12.15-1pm and return to school by 1.30pm.
*Group 2- Grade 3/4 & Grade 5/6 depart school at 12.30pm, swim from
1-1.45pm and return to school by 2.15pm.

*Please note parents are not required to attend swimming lessons.

House Swimming Sports on Friday 7th March. Everyone departs
school at 12 noon. Sports run from 12.30-2pm. Parents welcome to
come and cheer students on. Students can be collected from the

pool at the end of this day.

*




sporting Schools
IS hack for 2023!

AND IT IS FREE!

Monday & Thursday afternoons
3.30-4.30pm
Starts Monday 10th Feb and concludes
Thursday 27th March

Come along and join in the fun with
Michael & Remi!

-fun based game play & skill development:
Including bike riding, Auskick, basketball,
badminton, cricket and much more.
Contact Meagan or Michael for more details.
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It is all happening at MKPS on Friday 21st March!
HARMONY DAY!
Harmony Week is an Australian Government initiative held

each year, promoting the benefits of cultural diversity in
Australia. The message of Harmony celebrations is

Everyone Belongs

]

Harmony themed activities will happen during the day.

RIDE2SCHOOL DAY!

Ride your bike to school and participate in some fun cycling activities
throughout the day. There'll be fruit and juice on arrival at school.

*If you live too far from school, a good idea is to park in the Kinglake basket stadium carpark
and ride up to school from there.
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BUSHFIRE SAFETY AT MKPS
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

MKPS and OSHC are closed on
Catastrophic Fire Danger days.

There is a new Work From Home plan in place for
Extreme days in the Murrindindi LGA, therefore
MKPS and OSHC will not be open on those days.
We will notify families of these days as they arise
and hard copy work packs will be sent
home with students.

As always our priority is the safety of students
and staff, while working within the
Department of Education guidelines.

If you have any ques’ﬂonls, please contact the
school.
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“Changing the pattern of your life through leaming and community connection”

Op Shop Tour Bus 2025
Feb - June

Get out of your postcode for a shop-til-you-drop,
bargain filled day!

A fundraiser for the Community House, all tickets $20. Each
day you'll be visiting a variety of incredible Op shops. Bus
departs from and returns to 92a Church st, Whittlesea.
Call 97163361 for more information and bookings.

1st Feb: Airport West route 1: Moonee Ponds

8th February: Sth Melb Market

15th February: Healesville, Yarra Glen =g
1st March: Posh route 1: Balwyn, Kew Wpf‘é'- f
8th March: Airport West route 2: Flemington

15th March: Sth Melbourne Market

5th April: Warrandyte, Lilydale

12th April: City, St Kilda, Sth Melb

19th April : no bus trip.

3rd May: Northcote and surrounds

10th May: Posh route 2: Brighton, Toorak

17th May: Nursery/ Open garden scheme

7th June: Country Kilmore Seymour Flowerdale |,

14th June: Footscray, Williamstown

21st June: Mill Market/Vintage tour Sth Eastern

Phone 9716 3361 » www.wchi.com.au * 92a Church Street, Whittlesea, Victona, 3757




Interactive
Open Afternoon

Auditorium, Diamond Valley College
Information sessions at 4:00, 4:45 and 5:30pm

Join us fo explore the endless opporfunifies
awaiting your child in 2026!

School Tours

lours cavre open 1o students and
fammes considenng secondary schoo

commencing 2026. Bookings essenfial.

www.dvallcolb.vic.edu.qu

Bookings
essential,
please scan
the QR code
to book a

DIAMOND
VALLEY
COLLEGE




